WEST PROGRAM WELCOME LETTER AND INFORMATION SHEET

Thank you for choosing West Equestrian Services and Training’s horsemanship program. 
Tuition is required to hold your place, due prior to taking lessons. 
· Please ensure payments are deposited in the lock box in the office. 
· A $10.00 late fee will be applied to any payment paid later than 7 days after a lesson, or 1stlesson of thepackage.
· Returned or rejected checks will be assigned a $30 office fee. 
· In an effort to keep our costs low, will do not offer make-up lessons for missed lessons, for any reason.  Weekly lessons will be charged as if attended regardless. Groupons will be considered attended also if missed. If lessons are cancelled by WEST due to weather, or other reason; it will be rescheduled or credited. 
We are only closed  2-4 weeks in August, Thanksgiving week  and Christmas holiday weeks.  All other Holidays will be considered a riding day unless given previous notice.     
Lessons:
· During inclement weather some of these lessons may involve ground, arena, classroom and/or barn activities to meet specific goals. 
· An average of 20minutes will be spent working with horses and riders on the ground to saddle or unsaddle, put away, mucking or other horse activities. Students will be required to help prepare their horse for their level of riding.  
· 20 min. of chores is recommended for each rider to help with mucking, grooming, horse care, etc.   Please arrive 20 min. prior to your lesson.
A bulletin board is located in the office with information. Information can also be found on the website www.westhorse.net, and the facebook page West Equestrian Services and Training.
To participate in this program, it is required  to come dressed for riding every session. 
· Boots with a half inch heel are ideal. No large tread. Sneakers are fine to start with. Boots will be provided if rider has unsafe footwear. Safety stirrups are provided. 
· Full length pants are required no shorts. 
· No spaghetti straps which create a safety hazard. 
· Helmets are required for all students and are provided. You may purchase your own but they must be ASTM-SEI (Safety Institute) approved for equestrian activities. They must be within the 5 year expiration of mfg date.
· Long hair must be tied back, with ties positioned low so as not to interfere with helmet fit. 

Barn Rules: 
1.  Be aware when walking directly behind the horse. Keep a hand on horse. Be aware of the horse’s head in case of nipping.
2.  Do not overtighten cinches, which leads to nipping.
3.  Do not run, yell, scream or jump suddenly at a horse.  Sudden and fast movements may cause a horse to startle and react causing injury.

4.  Do not jerk on the reins. Jerking may cause rearing or movements that may cause loss of balance.

5.  Do not allow the horse to run or trot without permission from instructor, or instructors direction.  Pay Attention
6. Keep all gates closed. If in doubt close it!
7. Tie only to designated poles. Do not tie to rails, fences etc.

8.  Only go into horse pens with permission from instructor. We need to know where you are at all times.

9. No one under 18 may ride without an onsite designated instructor or adult. Property owner must be notified.

I have read and understand the above statements, and I am in agreement.
__________________________________         ______________________________________________
________________
Student name




Signature of Participant or Guardian/Parent

    Date
Participant Agreement

Oklahoma Livestock Activities Liability Limitation Act  Section 50.1  of Title 76 B. 1. The Oklahoma Legislature recognizes that persons who engage in livestock activities may incur injuries as a result of the risks involved in such activities even in the absence of any fault or negligence on the part of persons or entities who sponsor, participate or organize those activities.

Section 50.3  of Title 76   Except as provided in subsection B of this section, a livestock activity sponsor, a participant or a livestock professional acting in good faith and pursuant to the standards of the livestock industry shall not be liable for injuries to any person engaged in livestock activities when such injuries result from the inherent risks of livestock activities.

Explanation: "Engages in a livestock activity" includes training, racing, showing, riding, or driving livestock, and any person assisting a participant, livestock activity sponsor or livestock professional. The term "engages in a livestock activity" does not include being a spectator at a livestock activity, except in cases where the spectator places himself or herself in immediate proximity to livestock activity. "Livestock" means any cattle, sheep, goat, or equine.  "Livestock activity" includes but is not limited to: shows, fairs, sales, competitions, performances, or parades that involve any or all breeds of livestock and any of the related disciplines, including, but not limited to, rodeos, auctions, driving, pulling, judging, cutting and showing, training and/or teaching activities, boarding or pasturing, inspecting or evaluating livestock; drives, rides, trips, hunts or other livestock activities of any type however informal or impromptu that are sponsored by a livestock activity sponsor, and  placing or replacing horseshoes on an equine, or otherwise preparing livestock for show.  "Livestock activity sponsor" means an individual, group, club, partnership or corporation, whether or not the sponsor is operating for profit or nonprofit, which sponsors, organizes, or provides the facilities for, a livestock activity, including but not limited to: clubs, classes, programs and activities, therapeutic riding programs, and operators, instructors, and promoters of livestock facilities, including, but not limited to, barns, stables, clubhouses, pony ride strings, fairs and arenas at which the activity is held.    "Livestock professional" means a person engaged for compensation in:  instructing a participant or renting to a participant livestock for the purpose of engaging in livestock activities, or  renting equipment or tack to a participant.  "Inherent risks of livestock activities" means those dangers or conditions which are an integral part of livestock activities, including but not limited to:  the propensity of livestock to behave in ways that may result in injury to persons on or around them,  the unpredictability of livestock's reaction to such things as sounds, sudden movement and unfamiliar objects, persons or other animals, certain hazards such as surface and subsurface conditions unknown to the livestock activity sponsor, collisions with other livestock or objects, and  the potential of tack to become dislodged or move in ways that may result in injury to persons on or around livestock activities. "Participant" means any person, whether amateur or professional, who engages in a livestock activity, whether or not a fee is paid to participate in the livestock activity.

Horse back riding, care of, and exposure to horses, and the use of any horse or horseback riding equipment involves risk and danger, and/or injury.   The behavior of the horse can be unpredictable, and at times based on instinct or fright, which may cause injury.  Horses may bite, kick, buck, lie down, stumble, or fall.  Saddles may slip, tack may loosen, and wear tear may cause tack problems.   All efforts will be made to make sure equipment remains serviceable and safe, but unforeseeable events could occur.  Terrain ridden is subject to change, due to weather and natural causes.  Terrain, and obstacle variations could cause loss of control, and, or injury.

Signature of this form admits awareness that this activity entails risks of injury or death. I understand that the description of these risks is incomplete, and that unknown or unanticipated risks may occur.  I agree to assume responsibility for all identified and unidentified risk factors.  My participation in this activity is purely voluntary, and I elect to participate, despite the previously mentioned risks.  I further agree not to hold West Equestrian Services and Training, Valley View Equestrian and other leased properties responsible for any accidents that may occur.

I certify that the I am, or my minors are, fully capable of participating in this activity, and assumes full responsibility for myself, and minor children, for bodily injury, death, and loss of personal property, and all expenses thereof, as a result of those inherent risks and dangers, and of any negligence in participating in this activity.

I have read, understood, and accepted the terms and conditions stated herein and acknowledge that this agreement shall be effective and binding upon myself, my heirs, assigns, personal representative, estate, and for all members of my family, including minors accompanying me, or participating in anything involved with horses, events, or activities related to horses, and fund raising both on and off West Equestrian operation areas.   This agreement will be effective until written notice by the participant of cancellation of lessons.

I have read and understand the above statements, and I am in agreement.

__________________________________         ______________________________________________
________________
Student name




Signature of Participant or Guardian/Parent

    Date

   Student Informational Sheet  (Confidential)
______________________________________________________________________________________
   Participant(s)          

          Last                  

         First 


_____________________________________________________________________________________
Participants Address                         City                            Zip Code

_____________________________________________________________________________________
Phone   Home



Cell

  




Work

If under 18: 
(paperwork MUST be signed by an authorized guardian or parent)
____________________________________________________  
Emergency Contact? YES /  NO
Guardian/Parent
#1


relationship




____________________________________________________________________________________

Phone   Home



Cell

  




Work

____________________________________________________  
Emergency Contact? YES /  NO
Guardian/Parent
#2


relationship




___________________________________________________________________________________

Phone   Home 



Cell

  




Work
Which number can you be reached most often?  ______________________________

Email ______________________________________________





     
Preferred Hospital/ Doctor________________________________________________

Any allergies __________________________________________________________
ADD, ADHD, Dislexia, Learning challenges  (this is just so we can meet  any minor rider’s needs) ______________________________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________________________
(confidential)
How did you hear about/find us?_____________________________________________________
1

